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B.C. Stars
Newsletter for the British Columbia Section
of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America

CLUB WEB SITE
We have a new Web site.
www.mbcavancouver.org
Please check it out!
Be sure to check the site for
more information about
upcoming events and/or
changes and directions for
events.

Lots of changes in the works
as you can see here. A new
newsletter design, a new website,
new executive.

Some of you that use Macs
with iLife’08, may recognize this
layout as one that Apple supplies.

I would like to take this
opportunity to than Kaes Scouten
for his many years work in
producing the newsletter. Kaes
has decided to let another
member (hint hint) to contribute
to the club.
National Club Website
www.mbca.org

MONTHLY MEETING REMINDER.
The monthly meeting takes place on the first
Tuesday of the month at the White Spot Restaurant
on Georgia Street near Cardero Street.
White Spot Restaurant
1616 W. Georgia St. (@ Cardero)
604-681-8034

Nov. 4th 2008, Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Note: The December meeting is generally not at this
location due to Christmas season activities. See the
website for updated information.
Jan. 6th 2008, Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
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WANTED
Interesting stories on why you bought and drive a Mercedes-Benz automobile.
Any year, any model.
Do you remember the first time you became aware of Mercedes-Benz and thought to yourself, I want
one of those in the future?
We are endeavoring to find out what made a person interested in the marquee. If you want to include
the model and year and a picture, you may do so. Also your name will be published unless you let us know at
the time of your submission that you would prefer not to. Prizes will be given for the best article. The
maximum length of one newsletter page including a picture. ½ page is also greatly appreciated.
Please submit articles to the newsletter editor, newsletter@mbcavancouver.org.

FOR SALE
1970 280SL, 100,000 miles. Automatic. Mid red (raspberry), black interior, black soft-top, mid-red hard-top.
Excellent condition. Have all books and records that the car came with since new. Owned 17 years.
Transmission rebuiltat 97k miles. Vancouver car since new. Asking $30,500 or obo. Contact Kaes Scouten at
kaesros@telus.net for pictures and info.

Mercedes-Benz Club of America, BC Section
President: Richard Sullivan
Vice-President: Gary Pullybank
Treasurer: Louie Fourie
Newsletter Editor: newsletter@mbcavancouver.org
Northwest Regional Director: Stacy Rollins
stacyr@gte.net
The BC Stars Newsletter is the oﬃcial publication of the BC Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. and is
provided solely for the benefit and entertainment of its members. Opinions, ideas and suggestions are those of the
authors and do not represent those of the publisher, MBCA, Inc, The MBCA, BC Section and board reserves the right
to edit and to refuse any submissions and/or advertising. All articles, pictures and advertising can be sent to the
newsletter editor at newsletter@mbcavancouver.org.
To change your newsletter and magazine address, or to join MBCA, or renew your membership, call 1-800-637-2360, or
mail your information to MBCA National Oﬃce, 1907 Lelaray Street, Colorado Springs, CO, 80909-2872.
This newsletter uses mailing labels supplied by the national oﬃce. Mail all address changes directly to the national
oﬃce. If you do not receive your magazine, please contact the national oﬃce.

Advertising Rates
4 issues/year
Small ad $60
Quarter Page$125
Half Page $240
Full Page $450

Mailed to all our members and various retail and
service outlets.
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
No inference should be made that advertising in this
newsletter implies the approval of Mercedes-Benz,
MBCA club, its oﬃcers or directors.
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THE MERCEDES-BENZ SL
"PAGODA" MAKES ITS
DEBUT IN 1963

Mercedes-Benz 230 SL (W 113
series, 1963 - 1971), side view
The automotive legend of the
Mercedes-Benz SL-Class is a
never-ending story is. Whereas the
Mercedes-Benz 300
SL‚ ”Gullwing‚” introduced in 1954
was able to enjoy direct benefits
from the success of the 300 SL
racing sports car, things were not
quite so easy for the new Type 230
SL of the 113 series. After all it had
to replace two highly successful
models from the current sales
range‚ the 300 SL and the 190 SL.
The eagerly awaited successor
appeared in spring 1963 at the
Geneva Motor Show and early
reactions to this new breed of
sports car, which seemed to have
nothing at all in common with its
lively predecessors, ranged from
unconcealed rejection to muted
approbation.
Sports two-seater with a
punch
The new Mercedes-Benz 230 SL’s
creators deliberately set out to
design a car which had neither the
tough sporting image of the old

school, nor that of the docile 190
SL, a second car for the lady of the
house. It was to be a high
performance sports two-seater
with outstanding handling
qualities and a high degree of
comfort. Such characteristics once
again fanned the flames of
discussion as to the true spirit of a
sports car‚ but voices were quickly
silenced when the new 230 SL
almost immediately brought home
sporting successes such as the
victory of Eugen Böhringer/Klaus
Kaiser in the Spa, Sofia - Li√ège
Rally.
The cars exterior was
characterized by bold masculine
lines and that unmistakable SL
face with the Mercedes star
radiant at its center. The engine
hood featured an additional slight
hump at its mid-point to
accommodate the upright 6cylinder engine, and there was a
generously proportioned trunk.
The eﬀect achieved by the
hardtop was light and airy thanks
to the high side windows and
slender columns supporting the
roof‚ a far cry from the sports car
cliché and reminiscent of an
oriental temple, with its lines
sloping gently inwards. And this
unique feature gave the car its
nickname even before it had
become a familiar sight on the
streets‚ the ‚”Pagoda‚”.
The 230 SL was available in
diﬀerent guises from summer
1963: as a roadster with an
extremely user-friendly folding
soft-top‚ a minor sensation in
itself‚ and as a roadster with a
hard-top. In March 1967, the 230
SL had in the meantime been
superseded by the 250 SL‚ came a

further variant, the hard-top
coupé. Lacking the soft-top and
soft-top storage compartment,
this third version had extra
interior space for luggage or an
additional transverse seat. All
three versions could be driven as
convertibles. A mantle of silence
was drawn over its drag coeﬃcient of 0.52.
Safety, the new buzz word
The ‚”Pagoda” was the first SL to
combine speed with safety. As the
car was built on the floor assembly
of the famous, “tail-fin” series
W 111/112, the first cars in the
world to feature a safety body,
the 230 SL also oﬀered a rigid
passenger compartment and a
crumple zone with impactabsorbing front and rear sections.
As with the sedan,the interior was
“rounded”, with all hard corners
and edges removed, and like its
predecessor the car oﬀered seat
belts as an optional extra.
Running gear, engine and
transmission
The running gear, borrowed from
the four-door Type 220 SE sedan,
was adapted to meet the needs of
the roadster. It had recirculating
ball steering, a dual-circuit break
system and disk brakes on the
front axle. Suspension was firm,
but almost unusually comfortable
for a sports car. Damping was
achieved by gas-pressurized shock
absorbers and for the first time an
SL was fitted with radial tires.
The 6-cylinder also derived from
the sedan, but was forced to

PAGE 3

NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, JANUARY
accommodate a number of radical
alterations, of which the most
significant was the transition from
two to six-pin injection pump.
This allowed fuel to be injected
directly into the combustion
chamber through the pre-heated
induction port and the open
intake valves, and no longer just
into the induction pipe. The
increased 2.3-liter engine
developed 150 hp (110 kW) at
5500/min, oﬀering 20 mkg of
torque at 4200/min. The
230 SL‚Äôs highly sports-oriented
tuning meant the car enjoyed
getting
up to speed, low revs were simply
not its thing at all.

also optionally available. By the
time the “Pagoda” had reached the
end of its production run, the
automatic version had reached a
share of about 77 percent. The
same was true for power steering,
another feature which did not
come as standard.

At the end of February 1967, with
19,381 vehicles having been
built‚ the 230 SL was superseded
by the slightly larger-engined but
otherwise almost identical 250 SL,
true to the motto: “Nothing beats
displacement like more
displacement.” Less than a year
later this adage found renewed
application when the 170 hp (125
kW) 280 SL became the successor
The four-speed transmission, also to the 2.5-liter model. Taking all
developed from the sedan design, three “Pagoda SLs” together, a
diﬀers only in that the first gear
total of 48,912 units were built up
ratio is a little shorter so as to
until March 1971, an impressive
achieve a sportier acceleration, 9.7 figure for this innovative and
seconds from 0 to 100 km/h. From stylish sports car series from
Mercedes-Benz.
January 1966 onwards there was
also a five-speed manual
transmission (ZF), and for those
seeking the top in terms of
comfort, an automatic was

Mercedes-Benz 230 SL "Pagoda" (W
113 series, 1963 - 1971).

Mercedes-Benz 230 SL (W 113 series,
1963 - 1971) rally version: The
spectacular concave shape of the hard
top gave it the nickname of "pagoda"
that is customarily used today by
enthusiasts.

The original article is located at
http://www.emercedesbenz.com/
Aug08/06_001324_eMercedesBen
z_Feature_The_Mercedes_Benz_S
L_Pagoda_Makes_Its_Debut_In_1
963.html

Be sure to visit
Sundin International at:

www.sundininternational.com
Your New Mercedes-Benz Custom
Accessories Supplier
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