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Slide Presentation by Nigel Matthews

January 15 2011 6.30PM

4612 Puget Drive, Vancouver

There are few people more integrated into the Vancouver classic car movement than Nigel Mathews. Besides his weekly column in The Province, he is a highly regarded concourse judge at events such as Pebble Beach. Nigel used to head the collector car department of ICBC and is now with Hagarty Insurance.
We are privileged that Nigel has volunteered to provide a slide show of a very significant celebrity collection. I am not at liberty
to disclose whose collection this is. Suffice to say that photographs of this collection are strictly forbidden but an exception
was made in the case of Nigel. This will be a unique opportunity to see a prized collection.
This event will include our annual winter dinner evening. David and Doreen Godwin have volunteered their house at 4612
Puget Drive (east side of street between King Edward and Eddington). A splendid meal is planned at a cost of $10 per person
and wives or significant others are most welcome. To allow appropriate planning please RSVP to this e-mail announcement.

RX Restoration Tour

Early 2011

Early each year our club is invited along with the Triumph Club to see the current projects that RX Restoration are working on.
Considering the many Pebble Beach awards their work has received, this is a fascinating look at their craftsmanship as well as
some of the exotic carriages that they return to better than new condition.

Remember our Regular Monthly meetings the First Tuesday of the Month at the Coal
Harbour White Spot on Georgia Street. These are not formal meetings, simply social
gatherings with a little planning of what events lie ahead.
1

MBCA | British Columbia Section
Presidents Message
As Christmas fast approaches and the rain continues to fall, I would like to take us back to some of the highlights of this year.
In an effort to prevent shutting the book on our local chapter we looked at what methods we could do to encourage more
members to attend and to engage enthusiast to join our merry band. Regular notifications were emailed to all we have email
addresses for about monthly gatherings and events. If you are not seeing these and have email please contact Louis Fourie to
get your address included in the distribution list. Reward program for those who attend regularly and who organize and/or
plan an event. Those names will be tallied this month with announcements in the New Year.

• RX Autoworks welcomed us back to a tour of their work shop and allowed members to view rare classics in various stages
of restoration. The Lagonda they were getting ready to take to Pebble Beach did win an award. If you haven’t attended the
RX tour watch for it in March/April time frame, it’s worth seeing the detail and effort that is spent on the cars.
•

Unfortunately due to obligations at home I have missed the last two German Car days. In past years this event has
brought out a large crowd of German Car enthusiast. I know a few of our members attended, but I don’t have the numbers
at this time.

• Our own Picnic in the Park at Waterfront show in July brought out a few extra folks we don’t see regularly. I made up for
missing the German Car day and arrived (with help) with three cars to help add to the numbers.
•

Louis hosted a W113 event which was very well attended

We wanted to do a Dent’s Unlimited event but required attendance numbers which might be challenging for use unless we
include another club. We will review this again in the New Year.
I would like to thank everyone who attended the monthly meetings and opened up their busy schedule to come out for a cou‐
ple of hours and chat about our passion in cars.
During our last meeting there was some interest in holding another wine tour in the Okanagan. It’s been a few years since we
have last done this. If you are at all interested please let the directors know and the time of the year that might work for you
so we can look at putting a tour together.
We are also open to other ideas and if someone would like to plan an event even better. We are starting to plan out our ac‐
tivities for 2011 so bring your ideas forward.
Thank you all for such a great year.
Let’s make 2011 even better.
Merry Christmas
Charles

Two Stars align while the
hood of a 230 SL is open
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This and That
History of the 190E 2.3 and 2.5 16-valve Cosworth
One of the benefits of these electronic newsletters is that you can be hooked into interesting links. Try this link for a
review of one of the more spirited Benzes.
http://carscoop.blogspot.com/2010/11/classic-flashback-mercedes-benz-190e-23.html?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Carscoop+%28CARSCOOP%29
New Arrival
Our President Charles and wife Mako are proud parents with the arrival of Kai Friday, December 3, 2010. Mum and
son are doing fine and you can be sure that sister Aya is tickled pink with her new brother. Grandparents Doreen and
David are proud as punch. Grandpa took your scribe to task when Kai’s name was incorrectly spelt as Kia in a meeting announcement. “I think Charles added a "Kai", not a "Kia". Can you imagine a Korean car in his stable? A Kia just
wouldn't be allowed.”
Another New Arrival
Our past President Richard Sullivan was also sporting a new arrival at our last meeting. But in this case it was of the
four wheeled variety. His hasty departure and the usual rain prevented a closer inspection. Rumours are circulating
that it is an S-class and has some aggressive wheels.

MarketPlace
1973 450 SE

Here is a bargain. Some rust in the rockers but Joseph Anthony is only asking $1,000.
Trim, chrome all great and within specs to pass aircare when last run a little over a year
ago. Contact Joseph at joseph.anthony@jsma.ca

190 SL Hardtop

Here is a rare 1957 item looking for a
home. Contact Dirk Langezaal at 604984-9696

Unknown grill

A Mercedes-Benz grill 25.5 inches wide by
21 inches high is for sale for $50. Unless
someone can identify what model it belongs to from the dimensions and put it
where it rightfully belongs on a car, it
would serve as ideal art hung up on the wall, in spite of what your spouse may say. Contact L4ie@telus.net and your scribe will put you in touch with its vendor. I will even help
you debate the merits of its placement on the wall.

AMG Hammer

For those of you who feel that a 124 500E is not powerful enough, well here is just the
answer. It is also a very rare rocket, one of only thirteen built..

http://www.500espot.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=947&sid=fb49b300551a286ea31d96d535cdd1b1
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Reflections of the Past Year

by Louis F. Fourie

At the beginning…

.

The year started off with the realization that we had to decide where the local chapter of the club should head.
There was a regular half-dozen people who constituted the core group who enjoyed each other’s company on a
regular basis. Beyond these few people there seemed to be no apparent interest in our chapter.
What we are up against…
The challenge arrived when we considered what kind of events to hold this past year and what anticipated participation we could expect. There was little point in organizing something big for our small group. The July event at
Waterfront Park posed its own set of restrictions. The municipality had let it be known that no further car events
would be accepted for this venue, but all existing clubs, who had booked a day in the past, would be grandfathered. We did not want to give up this ideal location because we would not get it back again. It was a case of
use it or loose it.
Unsure that we could gather enough members and enthusiasts to participate at Waterfront Park, your scribe suggested that we invite other clubs to share this event. However, the challenge was made that we need to remember that we are the Mercedes-Benz Club and should not dilute that interest by inviting other clubs. In the end the
other clubs backed out anyway.
We are not alone…
The challenge we are facing is common to many other car clubs. The local Jaguar Club merged with MG long
ago and now have expanded their events to include old British bikes. Some makes tend to attract a more fanatical following and are not having these problems. Porsche, BMW and Citroen come to mind. But for whatever
reason we are not in that league.
Success stories…
There are car gatherings that continue to expand. The Van Dusen All British Field Meet grows each year, the
father’s day Italian and French Car Day at Waterfront Park is another success and the German Car Festival at
the same venue has attracted a healthy number of cars, including our members. The Langley Cruise-in has exploded to the point that its organization has become overwhelming. Either that, or poor behavior from some participants, prompted no 2010 event, but we all hope the event will be revived for 2011. Please note these are all
multi-make events.
An explanation…
Why the drop in individual marque interest? My son suggested a very valid point. We are up against competition
in the form of new technology. The free internet chat rooms are the ideal way to get advice, share repair techniques and organize an event on short notice. Attempting to assimilate a variety of chat rooms would be a little
too ambitious for each MBCA section even though our site already has Pagoda and Ponton links. This would be
more the role of the mother club. But this is the new reality so we had better figure how to embrace it and hopefully attract new and younger members.
Continued on the next page
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Continued from previous page.
So how do we get our numbers up?....
In short, improving communications within our section was the first step. In taking over the newsletter, one of my chief
goals was to distribute it electronically. This reduces costs to nothing and prevents the need to engage a printer and
stuffing envelopes. Part of the process involved getting e-mail addresses from people who had not given this information to the mother-club. Many phone calls later we are down to only six people who receive a paper copy. The e-mails
have been grouped to target regions, such as Alaska, the BC interior and the lower mainland. This allows easy reminders of upcoming events and allows me to customize notices for any particular region. You should be aware that the
mother-club has been exploring this direction, but we did not wait and jumped right in. So far we have not been challenged nor sanctioned.
Now to the contentious part...
We did not feel that improved communications would right all wrongs. We needed to get more momentum going. The
fear was that poorly attended events would kill the resolve of the core group. So, in an attempt to increase our exposure and participation, we have opened our events to non-members. I have also been accumulating e-mail addresses
of these non-members and include them in all notifications. It is hoped that many of them will join, but for the moment if
they participate, we are happy.
Why we need participation…
Some of our events have involved getting a presentation from a vendor or service provider, such as Autoglym car care
products and Dents Unlimited. In these cases we cannot expect these businesses to cater to us if we can only furnish a
handful of enthusiasts. Unless we get this momentum or critical mass, we are unlikely to have enough enthusiasm to
organize a variety of events. And with fewer events, we have less participation. All any organizer of an event asks is
that you join in and enjoy the fruits of their efforts. These organizers do not need high octane in their tanks as rewards,
just a lot of smiling passengers along for the ride.
Are we there yet?...
While we always strive to improve, we have seen progress this past year. Judging from the many new faces we are
seeing, the goals we set at the beginning of the year are producing results. It has been particularly rewarding to see
Greg Bedard and Alex Roethe bring their sons along to the tech session. Braden Bedard is becoming a regular at our
Tuesday meetings. Nigel Matthews recently shared a comment in this regard. When Jay Leno was asked for some
words of wisdom for a presentation to car enthusiasts, his only comment was welcome youth to our movement. They
will be its future.
Thanks…
We are grateful to all of you who have attended our events this past year. It has been particularly rewarding to see the
enthusiasm of one person who will remain nameless for the moment. Here is a person who is likely to further our cause
in the future. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, one in which you attend even more events.
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The Care and Feeding of a 230SL
by Louis F. Fourie

Recent research found me combing through early editions of Horseless Age, supposedly the first American automotive magazine, which was published weekly from as far back as the late 1800s. Several editions devoted much space
to the opinions of Doctors on their cars. These physicians described how they had examined the ailments and symptoms to arrive at a diagnosis, followed by an appropriate cure and rehabilitation of their automobiles. Considering
that these early contraptions coughed, wheezed, sneezed, snorted and backfired with regularity, these terms for the
treatment and care of early automobiles were understandable. After all, up until then, when the four-legged motive
force of a wagon was not performing well, it was the medical profession who were called in to identify and rectify the
situation.
Shortly after buying my 230SL the above terminology seemed most appropriate in understanding the care, feeding
and maintenance of the new love of my life. While I was happy to hear the sounds she made from the exhaust, the
symptom of her ticking heart resulted in the diagnoses that her valves needed adjustment. The problem was that she
would not allow the removal of her valve cover. The hood latch mechanism attached to the bulkhead was too close
and refused to allow the shiny cast aluminum cover to pass. Remember she unveils her motive forces by a forward
opening hood.
A call to the previous owner as to how he got the valves adjusted produced the reply that he was told that they were
habitually noisy. Said another way, the professional mechanics had not got the valve cover off either. Fortunately a
grease job underneath provided a diagnosis for concerns above. With four jack stands supporting the body, the front
suspension and cross member were allowed to hang. Accordingly, the engine resting on this cross member was able
to lower itself in relation to the body. This left room to get the valve cover off. The problem was that the rubber
mounts between the cross member and body had collapsed resulting in the engine riding higher in the body than intended.
Continued on the next page

No the underneath of the
hood should not be bare
aluminum, but that is what
a previous owner did and it
was left this way. Attempts
to seal this bare metal with
a film of polish presented
challenges. Usual polishes
extracted oil from the metal
pores and left a gray residue. In the end Autoglym
Glass Polish and Cleaner
did the trick.
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Advertising
Rates
6 issues/1 year
Small ad $75
Quarter page $150
Half Page $275
Full Page $500

E-mailed or mailed to
all our members,
potential enthusiasts
and various retail and
service outlets. Also
displayed on the
Club’s website.

Continued from the previous page
The next puzzle took a lot longer to resolve. The forward frame of the soft top refused to
straighten out and contact the top of the side window glass evenly. This frame was hinged
mid-way along the glass, but would not remain straight when attached to the top of the windshield. Loosening the base pivot point and moving the entire roof assembly forward improved
the problem, but not completely. I even feared that in an earlier restoration, some critical
body alignment had been disturbed. Not having a hardtop, I was unable to check whether it
fitted properly. Unfortunately none of the professionals that were approached had a solution
or suggestion. Before seeking someone with a hardtop to check its fitment, I eventually
speculated that the only other adjustment that I could do to the soft top was raise its mounting point. I experimented by placing spacers under the mounting base of the frame and this
finally eliminated the gap. Obviously someone had taken out the entire soft top and lost the
required spacers.
Basically the SL and I have got to understand each other. In return for providing much motoring enjoyment, certain ailments have been tolerated which are understandable for her advanced years. Yet, she has aged most gracefully. As the expression goes, she was sired from
good stock, built before the days of too many electronic items just waiting to behave in a
ghostly fashion, working one moment then not the next. Unlike her modern cousins, who have
to be hooked up to an electronic machine to reveal their ailments, this old SL enjoys the challenge of tormenting human physicians of the old school with real mechanical aptitude.

Support our
advertisers
No inference should
be made that
advertising in this
newsletter implies the
approval of
Mercedes-Benz, MBCA
club, its
officers or
Directors.

Discussions on the adjustment of the top-bows and the need for spacers between the body
and the mounting base on which the bows pivot.
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